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This research discusses an inclusive education paradigm
that integrates the values of cultural wisdom as the basis for
the formation of an equal, equitable, and sustainable
learning environment. Through a qualitative descriptive
method with a literature study approach, this study analyzes
various current literature published in the last five years and
discusses the relationship between culturally responsive
pedagogy, educational equity, and social inclusion in the
context of modern learning. The results of the study show
that inclusive education not only aims to open access to
education for all students, but also emphasizes acceptance
of social, cultural, economic, and individual abilities as a
force in the learning process. The integration of cultural
wisdom into learning has been proven to strengthen
students' character, foster social empathy, and expand
participation and collaboration in the school environment.
Teachers and educational institutions play an important role
in building an adaptive, reflective, and humanist approach
to learning. Thus, inclusive education based on cultural
wisdom becomes a strategic foundation in realizing an
education system that is just, sustainable, and rooted in
universal human and cultural values.
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1. Introduction

Inclusive education is a modern education paradigm that seeks to ensure that
every individual has equal learning opportunities regardless of physical, social,
economic, or cultural differences. In the increasingly complex context of the 21st
century, education not only focuses on academic achievement, but also emphasizes
the importance of recognizing and appreciating diversity as an integral part of the
learning process. This approach emphasizes the principles of equality, justice, and
the active involvement of all learners in a heterogeneous classroom (Ashraf & Uzair-
ul-Hassan, 2020). Therefore, inclusive education is an important foundation in
building a learning environment that supports the holistic development of students
and strengthens human values and social empathy.

An important aspect in the implementation of inclusive education is the
recognition of cultural values and local wisdom as part of the identity of students.
The integration of cultural values in the curriculum is able to enrich the learning
experience and increase the relevance of learning to the social context of students
(Nadhiroh & Ahmadi, 2024). This is in line with the concept of culturally responsive
pedagogy which emphasizes the importance of using students' experiences and
cultural backgrounds as learning resources (Guberina, 2023). Teachers are required
not only to understand these differences, but also to use them in developing adaptive
and participatory teaching strategies. Thus, inclusive education is not only about
physical access to schools, but also about the acceptance of social and cultural

diversity as part of the reality of global life.
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Culturally responsive learning approaches have great potential in
strengthening educational equity. In practice, teachers need to develop methods that
are able to bridge students' cultural values with the goal of universal education
(O’Leary et al., 2020). For example, the use of folklore, traditional symbols, or social
practices can help students relate the subject matter to everyday life. This strategy
not only fosters emotional involvement in learning, but also strengthens students'
cultural identities (Prempeh, 2022). By prioritizing cultural wisdom, education can
be a means to build collective awareness of tolerance, empathy, and appreciation for
diversity.

The urgency of implementing inclusive education is increasing amid the
challenges of global social and economic inequality. Many studies show that an
exclusive education system has the potential to widen the social gap between
individuals and groups (Srivastava et al., 2022). Inclusive education is an effective
strategy to overcome structural discrimination and expand access to quality learning
for all groups. In this context, equity pedagogy has an important role in ensuring that
each student receives support according to their needs in order to be able to develop
their potential optimally (Theoharis, 2024). Educational equity does not mean equal
treatment, but provides balanced opportunities by taking into account individual
differences and needs.

Technological developments and globalization have also strengthened the
need for flexible and inclusive learning models. Teachers need to integrate learning
technologies to improve accessibility for learners with diverse backgrounds of

abilities and conditions (Lavin et al., 2021). In this context, the application of
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differentiation and collaborative learning is a relevant strategy to accommodate
different learning styles. In addition to improving academic achievement, inclusive
learning also builds social skills such as communication, collaboration, and empathy
between individuals.

The success of inclusive education is not only determined by policy, but also
by the ethical awareness of educators in valuing cultural values as part of humanity's
collective wisdom (Abdou & Zervas, 2024). Teachers act as agents of change who
instill human values through empathetic and reflective learning. In line with that,
Nadhiroh and Ahmadi (2024) emphasized that inclusive education based on cultural
values is able to strengthen a sense of togetherness and foster the spirit of mutual
cooperation in the learning environment.

Thus, inclusive education in the modern era is not only a formal policy, but
also a moral and social movement to uphold the principles of justice and equality.
Through the integration of cultural wisdom, education can be a means of forming
an inclusive, globally competitive society, and still rooted in local identity. This
approach is in line with the vision of Education for Sustainable Development (ESD)
which emphasizes the importance of forming human beings who are able to coexist
peacefully in diversity. Therefore, the development of inclusive education based on
cultural wisdom is a strategic investment for a fair, humane, and sustainable future

of education.
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2. Methods

This study uses a qualitative descriptive approach with the library research
method. This approach was chosen because it is relevant to examine existing
concepts, theories, and research results related to inclusive education, equality, and
cultural wisdom in the context of modern learning. The main focus of this research
is to examine and synthesize academic literature from various scientific sources
published in the last five years. Through this approach, the research seeks to explore
in depth how the inclusive education paradigm in the contemporary era has
developed and how the values of cultural wisdom play a role in strengthening
equitable educational practices.

The first step in this study is to collect secondary data from scientific articles,
books, and research reports accessed through databases such as Google Scholar,
Elsevier, and ResearchGate. These resources were selected based on the relevance
of the topic to the themes of educational inclusivity, equality, and culturally
responsive pedagogy. The data obtained were then selected by paying attention to
the criteria for the credibility of the publication, the relevance of the content to the
focus of the research, and the suitability of the year of publication. This selection
process aims to ensure that the literature used represents the latest developments in
the field of inclusive education and culture.

After the data is collected, a content analysis is carried out to identify the main
themes that emerge from various sources. This analysis includes the process of
categorizing information into several key aspects such as inclusive pedagogical

approaches, the application of cultural values in learning, equitable teaching
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strategies, and education policies that support equality. Each literature is then read
in depth to find conceptual relationships between themes, so as to produce a
comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of inclusive education in various
contexts.

The data reduction process is carried out to filter out relevant information
and avoid redundancy in the synthesis results. Information that has high theoretical
and empirical value is systematically compiled according to a predetermined
analytical framework. This stage is followed by the presentation of data in narrative
form, namely through a descriptive description that displays the pattern of
relationships between concepts and theories found from various sources. This
narrative approach is used because it can describe the complexity of the
phenomenon of inclusive education and relate it to cultural values in a profound
way.

In maintaining the validity of the data, a source triangulation process is carried
out by comparing several research results that have a similar focus. This step ensures
that the conclusions produced are not subjective, but rather supported by the
consistency of findings from various researchers. In addition, critical reflection is
carried out on the social, political, and cultural context behind each study to avoid
interpretation bias. The researcher also plays a role as the main instrument in the
analysis process, so that the interpretation produced is contextual and in-depth. This
research method aims to provide a conceptual and practical understanding of how
inclusive education can be applied effectively by considering the values of cultural

wisdom. With a qualitative descriptive approach, the results of the research are
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expected to be able to enrich scientific discourse while making a theoretical
contribution to the development of educational policies and practices that are more

inclusive, adaptive, and rooted in local human and cultural values.

3. Results

Inclusive education in the current global context is seen as a strategic
approach to addressing the challenges of social inequality and education. This
approach seeks to remove all forms of obstacles in the learning process so that every
student, regardless of social, physical, economic, or cultural background, has the
same opportunity to develop. In the last two decades, the issue of inclusive education
is no longer limited to providing access for students with special needs, but has
shifted to a broader paradigm, including acceptance of human diversity as a whole
(Theoharis, 2024). The principles of equality and justice are the main foundations in
inclusive educational practices, where diversity is seen as a strength, not an obstacle
in the learning process.

The development of the concept of equity pedagogy strengthens the new
direction of inclusive education by emphasizing the need for teachers to understand
and respond to the individual needs of students. Ashraf and Uzair-ul-Hassan (2020)
explain that justice in education does not always mean providing equal treatment,
but providing support and opportunities that are proportionate to the needs of each
individual. By implementing differentiated teaching strategies, teachers can adjust
learning methods and resources according to students' abilities, interests, and

learning styles. This approach not only accommodates diversity in the classroom,
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but also creates a collaborative and respectful learning atmosphere. Such inclusive
classes allow all students to grow academically and socially.

The integration of cultural values in inclusive education is an important aspect
in shaping meaningful learning. According to Guberina (2023), the culturally
responsive pedagogy approach requires teachers to incorporate local values,
symbols, and wisdom into the teaching and learning process. This approach helps
learners understand the subject matter in a way that is relevant to their life
experiences, as well as foster a sense of pride in their cultural identity. In this context,
cultural wisdom plays a role not only as learning content, but also as a method to
instill the values of tolerance, cooperation, and mutual respect between individuals
from different backgrounds. Nadhiroh and Ahmadi (2024) emphasized that
inclusive education based on cultural wisdom can create a harmonious and socially
just learning environment.

In addition to providing contextual relevance, culture-based approaches also
strengthen students' character in understanding differences. Prempeh (2022) states
that local knowledge has the power to form a more open and critical way of thinking
about diversity. Through the use of cultural wisdom, teachers can foster social
awareness and empathy among students, so that education is not only oriented to
cognition, but also to the affective and moral dimensions. In a global context, Lavin
etal. (2021) show that culturally sensitive pedagogy is able to increase students' active
participation in learning, particularly for those who come from minority groups or

are vulnerable to marginalization.
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An inclusive education approach that blends cultural values is also aligned
with global efforts towards Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). Abdou
and Zervas (2024) highlight the importance of traditional wisdom and ancient
cultural practices in shaping a sustainable and balanced education. In this view,
inclusive education is not only about accommodating individual needs, but also
about building a collective awareness of human and ecological values. When cultural
values are integrated into learning, learners learn to understand the relationship
between humans and the environment holistically. This reinforces the relevance of
education as a means of character formation that is not only academically competent,
but also socially responsible.

The results of the analysis of various studies also show that the
implementation of inclusive education requires the active role of teachers as the main
facilitator. Srivastava et al. (2022) emphasized that teachers' competence in managing
diverse classrooms is the key to the success of inclusive education. Teachers need to
have a deep understanding of differentiatory learning theories and strong
interpersonal skills to create an environment that supports all learners. O’Leary et al.
(2020) added that teacher capacity building should include training in the use of
culturally responsive pedagogical approaches so that learning can be more relevant
and contextual. In practice, teachers who understand the cultural background of
their students will find it easier to build effective communication and create a sense
of security in the learning process.

In line with this, Abdulrahim and Orosco (2020) emphasized that

strengthening teacher competence in the field of culturally responsive teaching must
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be part of national education policy. Teachers need to be equipped with the ability
to recognize cultural biases in teaching materials and develop a curriculum that
reflects the cultural diversity of students. This approach ensures that each student
teels recognized and valued in the learning process. Thus, education is not only a
space for the transmission of knowledge, but also an arena for the formation of
identity and social solidarity. This view is also supported by Nadhiroh and Ahmadi
(2024) who state that teachers play a role as cultural mediators who are able to
connect local values with the global needs of 21st-century learning.

In addition to pedagogical factors, the success of inclusive education is also
determined by the support of policies that favor equality. Theoharis (2024)
emphasized that inclusive education policies must ensure access to education for all
levels of society, including those in remote areas or in low socio-economic
conditions. The government and educational institutions need to create a flexible,
adaptive, and community-based system so that education can reach all students
without discrimination. In this context, the role of digital technology is becoming
increasingly important. According to Lavin et al. (2021), the use of technology is able
to open access to learning for previously marginalized students, while expanding
opportunities for cross-cultural collaboration.

Technology integration also brings a new dimension to inclusive education.
Guberina (2023) emphasized that technology can be used to facilitate personalized
learning, where students can learn according to their own rhythm and style. Digital
applications and online learning platforms allow for a wider differentiation of

learning, making education more flexible and adaptive to individual needs. This is in
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line with the findings of AlShawabkeh et al. (2023) who show that technology-based
learning can reduce discrimination and increase student participation in the context
of multicultural education. Thus, technology is not only a tool, but also an
instrument of social inclusion that supports the equitable distribution of learning
opportunities.

Nevertheless, the challenges of implementing inclusive education cannot be
ignored. One of the biggest obstacles is the lack of awareness and understanding of
the principle of inclusivity among educators and society. Nadhiroh and Ahmadi
(2024) highlight the need to change the paradigm from exclusive education to
humanist and participatory education. Teachers and educational institutions must
change their perspective on diversity, from what was previously considered an
obstacle to a source of learning wealth. On the other hand, Mukherjee's (2020)
research confirms the importance of the emotional and spiritual dimensions in
inclusive learning. Education that prioritizes balance between heart and mind will
give birth to a peaceful, open, and respectful learning environment.

The results of synthesis from various sources also show that inclusive
education based on cultural wisdom has a positive impact on the formation of
students' character. Rahmawati et al. (2023) explained that a learning approach that
integrates local cultural values increases a sense of empathy and social solidarity
between students. By recognizing and respecting differences, learners learn to foster
a sense of social responsibility and respect for human diversity. It also contributes
to the creation of an inclusive, tolerant, and democratic society. In a broader context,

Abdou and Zervas (2024) emphasize that cultural wisdom-based education can be
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an effective means of building global awareness rooted in local values, thereby
strengthening national identity while opening up space for cross-cultural dialogue.
Overall, the results of the analysis show that inclusive education based on
cultural wisdom is a relevant and strategic approach to answer educational challenges
in the modern era. The integration of cultural values into learning practices can
strengthen social justice, increase student participation, and build a more civilized
and just society. Teachers as the spearhead of educational transformation need to be
supported by policies that favor inclusivity, adequate training, and a flexible and
adaptive learning system. Thus, inclusive education is not only an academic
discourse, but also a real practice in creating a more equitable, inclusive, and

sustainable educational future for all citizens of the world.

4. Conclusion

Inclusive education based on equality and cultural wisdom is an important
toundation for the development of a just, humane, and sustainable education system.
This approach focuses not only on providing access to education for all learners, but
also on creating a learning environment that respects differences and harnesses
diversity as a strength. By integrating cultural values into the learning process,
education is able to foster identity, empathy, and social responsibility in students.
Teachers play the role of primary agents in applying pedagogical approaches that are
adaptive and responsive to cultural contexts, while educational institutions serve as

a forum that facilitates collaboration across backgrounds.
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Through inclusive education, every student is given space to develop
according to their unique potential and characteristics, without discrimination and
social restrictions. This approach also reinforces the values of humanity and
togetherness, making the school a miniature reflection of a society that respects
diversity. In the global context, culturally inclusive education makes a real
contribution to the achievement of sustainable development goals, especially in
strengthening social justice and equal learning opportunities. Therefore, the
successful implementation of inclusive education requires policy support, teacher
capacity building, and the active participation of all education stakeholders. With this
step, education can become a means of social transformation that forms a generation
with inclusive character, global insight, and firmly rooted in the nation's cultural

values.
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